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The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) was proud to host the 2014 
Frontiers in Development forum in Washington, D.C. on September 18-19, 2014.  An 
invitation-only audience of 600 prominent leaders in foreign assistance and develop-
ment participated in this event, shared knowledge, assessed “what we don't know” 
and laid the groundwork for a broad coalition of partners to address the needs of the 
most poor.  
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APEC Summit in Beijing 

During the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit held in Beijing 
in early November 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama, Secretary of State 
John Kerry and a delegation of senior officials had series of discussions with 
the Chinese counterparts on issues of regional and global importance.   

A groundbreaking agreement released on Nov.12, 2014 by the United States 
and China puts the world’s two worst polluters on a faster track to curbing the 
heat-trapping gases blamed for global warming.  

Under the agreement, Obama set a goal to cut U.S. emissions between 26 and 
28 percent by 2025, compared with 2005 levels. Officials have said the U.S. is 
already on track to meet Obama’s earlier goal to lower emissions 17 percent by 
2020, and that the revised goal meant the U.S. would be cutting pollution 
roughly twice as fast during a five-year period starting in 2020. 

China, whose emissions are growing as it builds new coal plants, set a target 
for its emissions to peak by about 2030 — earlier if possible — with the idea 
being that its emissions would then start falling. Although that goal still allows 
China to keep pumping more carbon dioxide for the next 16 years, it marked an 
unprecedented step.   

In this year, a series of 
Senior Official Meetings 
(SOM) of APEC have 
been organized in China. 
USAID has participated 
in many sessions cover-
ing food security, disas-
ter mitigation, wildlife 
trafficking and global 
health. 

A simultaneous Innova-
tion Marketplace was 
hosted in Ronald Reagan 
Building focusing on the 
idea that science, tech-
nology, innovation, and 
partnership can acceler-
ate development impact 
to end extreme poverty 
by 2030 and showcasing 
some of the most creative 
development thinking 
and technology from 
around the world.  

USAID Mission: 

We partner to end extreme 

poverty and promote resilient, 

democratic societies while 

advancing our security and 

prosperity. 

Source of text and photo:  http://www.cctv-america.com  

We have shown that when we cooperate, United 

States and China can make important contribu-

tions to security and prosperity in the region and 

around the world.  

——President Obama 



USAID/U.S. Embassy Beijing Newsletter  

  December 2014 

  2 

 

USAID has launched Fighting Ebola:  A Grand Challenge for Develop-
ment in partnership with the White House Office of Science and Technology, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Department of De-
fense.  

The Ebola Grand Challenge has two main parts: 

 1. A hosted global conversation and idea exchange around key topic areas. 
Participants can add their stories and insights to the Research phase or head 
straight to the Ideas phase and contribute to a particular topic.  

2. Open call to submit ideas for innovation that identify, develop and test 
some of the most promising innovations through challenge grants and part-
nerships.  

Topic Areas Include: Developing better protective gear for health care work-
ers, boosting disease tracking and monitoring systems to promoting care 
seeking, communication, and more.  

The ongoing Ebola outbreak in West 
Africa is the largest and most-
protracted ever recorded and it shows 
no signs of waning as the affected coun-
tries have been unable to control the 
outbreak on their own.   

Through a whole-of-government ap-
proach, an aggressive U.S. effort is oc-
curring to fight this epidemic with four 
key pillars to stop this epic crisis: 

Controlling the epidemic 

mitigating second-order impacts, includ-

ing blunting the economic, social, and 

political tolls 

coordinating the U.S. and broader global 

response 

fortifying global health security infrastruc-

ture in the region and beyond  

The Fight against Ebola——A Grand Challenge for Development  

UN General Assembly: MDG Countdown 

Fourteen years ago, 189 nations 

promised to free people across the 

developing world from extreme 

poverty and to extend hope and 

opportunity to millions. Remarka-

ble progress has been made in 

reaching the eight Millennium De-

velopment Goals (MDGs), and with 

fifteen months to go to achieve the 

MDGs, USAID and DFID co-hosted 

the 2014 MDG Countdown event 

Innovating for Impact: the MDGs 

and Beyond, in conjunction with 

UNGA, to showcase the game-

changing role that science, technol-

ogy, innovation and partnership 

has played in the progress toward 

achieving the MDGs. 

Administrator Shah and DFID's 

Secretary Greening, with Australia 

Minister for Foreign Affairs Julie 

Bishop, Professor Muhammad 

Yunus and the Rockefeller Founda-

tion's Zia Khan, participated in the 

event. Professor Yunus shared that 

innovation is people telling you 

something cannot be done, trying it 

out and finding that it works. Case 

studies using innovative approach-

es to the design and implementa-

tion of development pro-

grams were showcased by partners. 

The event closed with the launch of 

the Global Innovation Fund (GIF). 

Administrator Shah and Secretary 

Greening were joined by Omidyar 

Network's Matt Bannick, SIDA's 

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka, BRAC's 

Sir Fazle Abed and GIF's Board 

Chair Russell Siegelman to an-

nounce the $200 million partner-

ship between the United States, 

United Kingdom, Sweden, Austral-

ia and Omidyar Network to use a 

venture capital approach to solve 

global development challenges. GIF 

is an example of the "new model of 

development" that will continue 

into the post-2015 future.   

USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah delivers remarks at the 

MDG Countdown event.  

Photo credit: USAID/Kent Miller .  Text: USAID/Alex Thier 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM1x8tt101c0qFIvhEfPDWmXiqJtoxVZAJ-eiAIFU2fN_PnznT_GP478XCt2R4yD983moZJLMx_lLk3Hg593b6egQJPLNjf4YLCb_AtFvek2llae2PcUOTwpnaQ6cP4CtH9nhejs9cDnip&c=mZZRvCiaM416-hHwzGcmnd9zrANKStCC5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM1x8tt101c0qFIvhEfPDWmXiqJtoxVZAJ-eiAIFU2fN_PnznT_GP478XCt2R4yD983moZJLMx_lLk3Hg593b6egQJPLNjf4YLCb_AtFvek2llae2PcUOTwpnaQ6cP4CtH9nhejs9cDnip&c=mZZRvCiaM416-hHwzGcmnd9zrANKStCC5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM15P9jHhj02qJCKJ97c2PDKx5aIFHJTQmJjwV_4Xn7yY4DYv6Dyn029Ww3iIAn2EJtTpczfJQy0L6dfAwfgdIXDLhGLk33GX66EFnHXIPMzagBC5NL2xygxwdMaDKc-Ijxg==&c=mZZRvCiaM416-hHwzGcmnd9zrANKStCC5JcUKapPw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM15P9jHhj02qJCKJ97c2PDKx5aIFHJTQmJjwV_4Xn7yY4DYv6Dyn029Ww3iIAn2EJtTpczfJQy0L6dfAwfgdIXDLhGLk33GX66EFnHXIPMzagBC5NL2xygxwdMaDKc-Ijxg==&c=mZZRvCiaM416-hHwzGcmnd9zrANKStCC5JcUKapPw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM15P9jHhj02qJttUBckF59O2rGjPekSTzZw3Tl6_R5cIne86OFhdpPvu0UJfwlmTljRtUcTALFGHPUqXj-0MmgUgjzuO1ReIm1UyQ24fXcAEkHYPKaAF33rT1slF589kCNmSVvRzKiJ_W-j5iD8WfN_7SzZXGtCT2HVg5GqgMEPziuwNp
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c5IKsyUIXG90LeWfBOhEYFCKvgm3mfi_Pxy1LVVR9Y79v9A0EZiM15P9jHhj02qJTyai3385u-wKFms-HK8CUFvE5ja8E-LseDKkPHslqMpaO9gj2SiKI9rxaSn0kss8UMG1MofRVzvQLs5U4mNwCN_O6ZwgNSU4VQA0l6BkDiRtTbNv0YDBBA==&c=mZZRvCiaM416-hHwzGcmnd9zrANKStCC5JcUKapPw


USAID/U.S. Embassy Beijing Newsletter  

  December 2014 

  3 

What’s New in Beijing USAID 

Project Hope Award  

On Oct. 9, 2014, Ambassador Baucus presented the USAID award to Shanghai Children’s Medical Center (SCMC ) and Pro-
ject HOPE.   

With support primarily from U.S. –based NGO Project HOPE, and 
increasing exchanges with other U.S. institutions, SCMC provides 
American-style family-centered care and interactive training on 
children’s health.  The USAID award to Project Hope will strengthen 
the collaboration between U.S. government agencies and Project 
HOPE, which has served as a catalyst for public-private partner-
ships in support of SCMC.  Capable of operating on infants with 
congenital heart disease and weighing less than 3 kilograms, 
SCMC’s success rates are now at par with those at Children’s Hos-
pital of Boston, and the institution is now able to collaborate on an 
equal basis with leading medical institutions in the United States.   

Project Hope President and CEO, Dr. John P. Howe, met with  Ambassador Baucas in December 2014 to give further briefing 
on Project Hope’s cooperation with China. 

In the last week of October, Ms. Maria Rendon, the Develop-
ment Counselor, visited the project villages of Community-
based Social Welfare Project in Yunnan. The Project is imple-
mented by the Chinese Philanthropy Research Institute of Bei-
jing Normal University, with support from UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Civil Affairs. The Project targeted children in HIV/
AIDS affected areas and has greatly improved their access to 
government assistance and subsidies by assigning a local Chil-
dren’s Welfare Director in each project village. Ms. Rendon 
was impressed by the achievements and impacts of the project 
and shared views with Project team and local government on 
project replication.  

Group photo with local government officials 

and project management team.   

Credit: USAID/Beijing 

Field Visit in Yunnan  Are you using USAID’s data?  

We want to hear about it!  

At USAID, we recognize that making U.S. Govern-
ment data accessible, discoverable, and usable by our 
partners and the international community fuels en-
trepreneurship, innovation, and enhanced develop-
ment outcomes.   

You can now access Development Experience Clear-
inghouse (DEC) documents and a map of USAID’s 
global development work as iPhone applications. 

 

Please contact us at opendata@usaid.gov. We look 
forward to hearing how you are using USAID data 
and how USAID’s open data efforts can better serve 
you. 

Please contact us by  sending emails to beijingusaid@state.gov 

http://www.usaid.gov/results-and-data/mobile-apps
mailto:opendata@usaid.gov
mailto:beijingusaid@state.gov

